14         AFTER THESE  MANY QUESTS
defiant branches amid the grime, smoke and factory sn The identical cells of houses huddled close, and, in t prolific days, all were grossly overcrowded. No doubt are still overcrowded, but for slightly different reasons. I comprised two storeys, with a bow window in front for s and a small back-yard for the hardier varieties of flowe] fowls. There was also a small glass-roofed excresce dignified with the description of "conservatory."
By coincidence, the Gander family described so wittil
Eric Linklater's book Ripeness is All has distinct point
resemblance  to   mine.    I  first  met  Linklater,   as   I   s
presently  tell,   twenty-five  years  ago  in   Bombay,   an
should think that our acquaintanceship suggested the ns
The father of his Ripeness family was Jonathan, my fa
James.   Jonathan was a toffee, mine a fire-hose manu
turer.   Both married twice, both had large families.   T]
the direct similarity ends.  The Ripeness family included
George "who drank and who was now living obscureb
India  or  the   United   States;  opinion,   though  unanirr
about his evil nature, differed as to his whereabouts."
name is Leonard.
The chief difference between the Ripeness Ganders the real ones is financial. Fire-hose did not produce a fort and there was no "stork race," to see who could raise largest family in (ivc years and thus inherit the mor We had migrated to Malmesbury Road from even m dismal surroundings, but, as inverted snobbery is fashions today, I can record with absurd pride that I was born June 27, 1002, in West India Dock Road, Lime-house, would be: equally satisfying, today, to claim descent fi some notorious blackguard. The truth is that the lineage the Gander family is almost as obscure as that of the aver American negro.
The best I can  do  is  to refer to Genseric,  King of Vandals, who sacked Rome in A.D. 455.  Gander is an Aii£ Saxon name, and  Gonscrio, according to Professor Ern Weekley, the well-known authority on surnames, is the ea form, in high German, of the: low German Gander.
About twenty years later, the first division of Saxo under   Klla   and   Cissa,   settled   in   Sussex,   and   probal